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hinge Vol.162 HOTEL BABYLON... OUR ANNUAL SLEEP AROUND THE BEST NEW HOTELS




jQue util!
Straight out of Mexico, Joel Escalona Studio produces
some of the most exciting furniture and product
design solutions we've seen this month. Inspired

by the shape of a champagne glass, Santos is an
elegant fibreglass ‘drinking chair’ designed by Joel
Escalona for the Mexican company Grupo HeWi. The
Caracool (a play on the Spanish word for ‘snail’), in
wood, fibreglass or rattan is an indoor/outdoor lounger
that invites comparisons to roller-coaster architecture.
The Asterisco is a user-friendly, four-port USB hub in
the form of an asterisk, employing the widely spaced
‘spokes’ of the text character to ensure no clutter or
fouling of the connection of up to four USB computer
peripherals; neatly sidestepping common crowding
problems caused by badly designed personal
computers (outside the Apple workshop, of course).
Tel: +52 044 552 313 64 77 www.joelescalona.com

Hot Legs

The latest example of bespoke design by Cohda Design Limited, a UK-based contemporary product design
company with a strong environmental focus, the RD (“Roughly Drawn”) Legs chair is handwoven in 100%
recycled domestic plastic waste. Building on the early experimental processes developed by the company,

this design has being widely recognised around the world as a major eco product and was shortlisted in the
Innovation category in the House and Garden Classic design awards held in London’s Victoria and Albert
Museum last year. A limited run of 25 black and 25 green chairs has been produced by Cohda. Tel: +44 (0) 191
423 6247 www.cohda.com

-

Pictured: MyChair by UNStudio — Ben van Berkel with Martijn Prins
and Christian Bergmann, Arne Nielsen

It's MyChair, not Your Chair

Ben van Berkel and UNStudio’s first-ever chair design takes an
architectural approach to furniture. All the details, besides the
need for comfort and the functional requirements, have been
considered for their spatial effects — producing a piece that is
as satisfying intellectually as it is aesthetically. Departing from
the usual practice of industrial design, the MyChair started
with a notion of the space that the chair would occupy, rather
than the chair itself. In the case of the architectural designer
in this case, spatial awareness is connected to an idea of the
‘after image’. Ben van Berkel refers to the capacity of three-
dimensional objects to produce many different impressions
when seen from different angles. These multiple views result
in a kaleidoscopic experience, achieved in the MyChair by
the facetted arrangement of soft elements — the inward and
outward curves of the chrome frame and the duo-tones of the
upholstering. All of these elements are carefully orchestrated,
ultimately creating an ‘after image’ that is rich and stimulating,
yet cohesive and balanced. The MyChair was designed for
Walter Knoll and is available in Trevira and Kvadrat fabrics or
Walter Knoll leather.  www.unstudio.com
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